S2
2-methyl imidazole (MeIM) (8 mmol = 0.656 gr) in 20 mL methanol under stirring for 24 h.
After synthesis, the solids were separated from the milky colloidal dispersion by centrifugation at 3400 rpm for 15 min. After repeated wash with methanol by centrifugation the white crystals were dried at 40 o C in air. Finally, ZIF-8 was then activated in an oven/vacuum at 100 o C for 12 h.
Genral procedure for N-formylation condensation reaction
In typical run, amine (1 mmol), formic acid (3 mmol) and ZIF-8 (5 mg, 3 mol%) were added to 3 ml of TFE and reaction mixture was stirred at 40 o C for appropriate time (Table   2 ). After completion of the reaction (monitored by TLC), the catalyst was completely recovered from the residue by centrifuge, and residual TFE was also recovered with simple distillation (B.P. of TFE is 78 o C). The reaction mixture was then subjected to column chromatography using silica gel to provide the desired products. The structure of the product 
N-(4-nitrophenyl)acetamide (3b

